
war up to the end of April, 1919. The figures include the 
prewar stock of Springfields. 

Beginning with slightly less than 600,000 Springfields at 
the outbreak of the war, the total at the end of the war had 
increased to nearly 900,000. The Enfields first came into 
production in August, 1917. After their manufacture had 
actually begun the output increased rapidly until it totaled at 
the end of the war, in November, 1918, nearly 2,300,000. 

During the entire period the production of spare parts for 
the Springfield rifles was continued at an increased rate. The 
first divisions sent to France were equipped with this rifle. 
It is a fact that about half the rifle ammunition used against 
the enemy by United States troops was shot from Springfield 
rifles. The test of battle use has upheld the high reputation 
of the Springfield, and has demonstrated that the American 
Enfield is also a weapon of superior quality. The American 
troops were armed with rifles that were superior in accuracy 
and rapidity o f fire to those used by either their enemies or 
the Allies. 

MACHINE GUNS 

The use of machine guns on a large scale is a development 
of the European war. This is demonstrated by the records 
of every army. In the case o f the American forces the figures 
are particularly impressive. In 1912 Congress sanctioned the 
allowance of the War Department of four machine guns per 
regiment. In 1919, as a result of the experience of the war, 
the new Army plans provide for an equipment of 336 machine 
guns per regiment. The second allowance is 84 times as great 
as the one made seven years earlier. 

In the annual report of the Secretary of War for 1916, 
transmitted in the fall of that year, attention was called to 
the efforts then being made to place our Army on a satis­
factory footing with respect to machine guns. The report 
says: 

Perhaps no invention has more profoundly modified the art of war than 
the machine gun. In the European W a r this arm has been brought into 
very great prominence. * * * W h e n the Congress at the last session 
appropriated $12,000,000 for the procurement of machine guns, it seemed 
important, for obvious reasons, to free the air of the various controversies 


